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“Knowing the Peace, Power, and Presence of God” 

E-News 

Next week begins the 223rd General Assembly! Our Eastminster Presbytery representatives are RE Beth 
Loresch, TE Rich Lapehn, and Lex Prindle (YAAD). TE Cathy Ulrich and TE Tom Ulrich will also attend. 
Please keep our friends and all those attending General Assembly in your prayers this week. GA Updates 
from our Elder Commissioners and YAAD will replace the E-News next week. As we receive summaries of 
the activities happening at GA, emails will be sent to You!  You can also sign up for the digital edition of the 
GA newspaper! Subscribers will get access to the same newspaper published at GA from June 16–23.  
Sign up here >>https://ga-pcusa.org/#Anchor-EmailSignup. 

Presbytery Meeting. Highlights:  In case you were unable to attend 
the June Presbytery meeting here are a few highlights: 
 Welcome of new members. TE Terri Swails, at-large member and 
TE Adam Rodgers as pastor of Westminster, Youngstown.  
 
 Guidelines for a sub-account of invested funds for member churches 
has been established. 
 
 TE Marvin Barney (Honorably Retired) has been added to the pulpit 
supply list.  
 
 Election of RE Sally Walker (Poland) and RE Jennifer Annandono 
(Warren) to the Committee on Ministry, Class of 2019, to fill unexpired 
terms; and RE JoAnn Rubrake (Warren) to the Resource  Committee, 
Class of 2019, to serve an unexpired term. 
 
 Presbytery-wide events:  DiscipleFest-October 20, 2018; Pastor’s 
Retreat-January 31, 2018; and Leadership Training-March 16, 2019. 
ining on March 16, 2019. 

 Plans continue for the 2018 Lebanon Trip. Team members will    
contact congregations to form a partnership with the Team. A           
partnership includes support of the Team through prayer and financial. 
Upon return from Lebanon, one or two of the team members will visit 
the partner congregation and report on the trip.  

 The Synod of the Covenant is establishing a literacy program for 
children and distributing age-appropriate books to them. Churches 
wanting more information can contact the Synod.  

 RE Bill Melver, chair of Self development of People, gave an over-
view of the responsibilities of this committee.   

 Next Presbytery meeting is stated for September 4 at Vienna 
Church. There will be two opportunities for information and discussion: 
Doug Portz will give a review of any Board of Pension updates following 
GA; and discussion of the One Church One Book reflection upon        
Always with Us: What Jesus Really Said About the Poor, by Liz     
Theoharis. 
  
 GA Commissioning:  Ruling Elder Commissioner Beth Loresch 

(United). Teaching Elder Commissioner Rich Lapehn (Barberton). Young Adult Advisory Delegate RE 
Lex Prindle (Canfield). Alternates RE Dale Riley (Kent), TE Larry Bowald (Canfield).  

 

Dates to Remember 

Jun  General Assembly, St. Louis, 
16-23 MO 

Jun  Presbytery office closed 
18-22 
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Greetings from the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  Last year we began receiving covenants from congregations 
who wanted to let the wider church know about their hunger ministries.  Churches engaged in at least one area 
of hunger work became PC(USA) “Hunger Action Congregations,” and those engaged in all six areas – hunger 
alleviation, development assistance, hunger education, lifestyle integrity, corporate & public policy   witness, and 
worship – were acknowledged as “Certified Hunger Action Congregations.” We started in June 2017, and so far 
there are Hunger Action Congregations (HACs) in 47 presbyteries.   

In the Eastminster Presbytery, one congregation has already joined!  We know that MANY other churches 
already qualify for this designation, so we’re asking for your help in getting the word out to your congregations. 
We would like many more congregations in your presbytery – and around the nation – to join.  Stories of HACs 
have been shared by the Presbyterian News Service (like these from Belmar NJ and Santa Fe NM,) and others 
will be shared on facebook.  Ideas for deepening and furthering hunger ministries will be sent by email quarterly 
from the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  The covenant which    congregations use to join as a Hunger Action 
Congregation gives examples from the six areas. Links to the document (which the church can fill out to have a 

record of its submission) and the online covenant are at www.pcusa.org/hac. We will celebrate all HACs on 
World Food Day, October 16.  We hope to be able to count more congregations from the Eastminster Presbytery 
in those we celebrate, list on the web, and write about in a news article! Please feel free to email php@pcusa.org 

with any questions.   Thank you for the work you are doing to care for God’s people. Serving together, 
Jenny Oldham Presbyterian Hunger Program       

             …working to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes… 

Around Eastminster Presbytery…. 

• Congratulations to TE Matthew Tweddle (Minister Member of Eastminster) who has accepted the position 
of Director of Chaplaincy Services at Akron Children's Hospital. The Installation  service is Tuesday, June 
19th in conjunction with the 25th anniversary of Chaplaincy Services at Akron Children's.  

• First, Mineral Ridge (3654 Main Street, Mineral Ridge, Ohio) is hosting a pancake breakfast this Sunday, 
June 17, 9 a.m.—noon. Interested in breakfast and worship?  Join them at 10:00 a.m. for a worship     
service, which will be a service of Psalms and Songs. All readings and music will be based on a Psalm 
followed by all you can eat pancakes.  Adult  tickets are $6; Children (5-11 are $4 and children under 5 
are free! 

• Lake Milton Presbyterian Church (942 Grandview Road, Lake Milton, Ohio) annual Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Saturday June 23, 2018 from 12 – 5 PM.  Dinner includes half a chicken, 2 sides, roll, dessert and 
drink.  Adult dinners will be $9.00 and child dinners will be $6.00.  

• The First Presbyterian Church of Salem (436 East Second Street) will host an opportunity to meet two 
Presbyterian Mission Co-Workers on Sunday, July 1 at 3 p.m. (436 East Second Street). Another      
opportunity to meet with the co-workers is Sunday morning worship:  

 Leslie Vogel has been a mission co-worker in Guatemala since 2013 serving with the Protestant  
Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America (CEDEPCA). On June 1, she began new duties as the       
Regional Liaison for Presbyterian World Mission in Mexico and Guatemala.  Leslie is very knowledgeable 
about immigration issues in Central America.  She will be preaching at First Church, Salem at 10:30 a.m. on 
July 1st.   

 Kay Day is a lecturer in English and Practical Theology at the Protestant Institute of Arts and          
Sciences in Rwanda, where she has served since 2013.  Prior to being in Rwanda, Kay worked with the 
Blantyre Synod of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) in Malawi.  She will be preaching at 
10:30 a.m. on July 1, at the Long's Run Trinity Church in Calcutta (Upper Ohio Valley Presbytery). 

Planning Calendars.  There was a printing  delay for the 2018-2019 Planning Calendars 
and we are expected to receive the calendars this week. Once they are received and    
sorted, Diane will be in contact with your church office to see about delivery/pick-up of your 
order. If you have any questions, please email >>Diane. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pre-teen-tackles-homelessness-concerns-community/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/imagine-no-hunger-cornerstone-program-new-mexico-church/
http://www.pcusa.org/hac
mailto:php@pcusa.org
mailto:diane@eastminsterpresbytery.org


ONE CHURCH, ONE BOOK: For the second time, Co-Moderators of the 222 General      

Assembly are recommending a church-wide book study. We are invited to read the Rev. Dr. 

Liz Theoharis’ book, Always with Us? What Jesus Really Said about the Poor. This book 

seeks to challenge our understandings of poverty and provide a  theological undergirding for 

anti-poverty work. The book is available for purchase on  Amazon.com. We plan to discuss 

the book at our September Presbytery meeting.  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_1_15?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=always+with+us+what+jesus+really+said+about+the+poor&sprefix=Always+with+us%3F%2Caps%2C187&crid=AAFJ8Q26NJPQ&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Aalways+with+us+what+jesus+really+said+about+the

