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Barry Chance has served as a pastor of congregations in Louisiana for a 

combined total 17 years and for the last two he also served as the Stated 

Clerk of the Presbytery of South Louisiana. Over those years he served in 

various positions of leadership in including chairing the Committee on 

Ministry, moderating the presbytery, resourcing administrative 

commissions, restructuring the Synod of the Sun, and attending the 223rd General Assembly. 
 

He believes that the Gospel is proclaimed both in worship on Sunday morning and as disciples 

follow Jesus into the world. He has tried to lead by example by  

• Serving on the board a Presbyterian-related ministry supporting adults with 

developmental disabilities (https://evergreenls.org/story/elizabeth); 

• Writing and publishing Bible Study curriculum for people with intellectual disabilities 

(https://access.togethersmallgroups.org/general/sample-session-8a); 

• Volunteering at the local English as a Second Language Program 

(https://southeasternmonthly.blog/2022/09/08/esl-program); and 

• Leading a monthly theological conversation with unchurched people at a local micro-

brewery.  
 

He received bachelor’s degrees in Business Management and Religious Studies from North 

Carolina State University and his Master of Divinity from Union Presbyterian Seminary. He is a 

life-long learner and has pursued continuing education in topics ranging from Conflict 

Mediation and Evangelism to Suicide Intervention and Strategic Planning. 
 

Speaking about his call to Mid-Council ministry, Barry says, “I believe that the work of the 

presbytery is all about the incarnational ministry of showing-up. Whether it is a time of 

celebration like a congregation’s 125th anniversary or time of anxiety like a session meeting 

where difficult decisions must be made, the presbytery should be there to remind us that we are 

the Body of Christ together.” As he steps into the role of pastor-to-pastors he says, “I have been 

privileged to be a listening ear and an encouraging voice to some of my colleagues and their 

families for many years. I’ve seen first-hand how ministry can be stressful not just for the pastor 

but for the pastor’s family as well. They need a pastor too. I hope to be that so that our church 

leaders can go home and focus on being a parent and partner and not have to be the pastor 

there too.” 
 

Barry is married to his high-school sweetheart, Katie, an International Baccalaureate trained 

High School Literature Teacher. They have one son, Jonah, who is in seventh grade and is active 

in scouting, theatre, and band. As a family they enjoy an annual road trip to visit National Parks 

and quirky “world’s largest” roadside attractions, attending concerts, and playing board games. 

In his free time he enjoys attending baseball games, watching science fiction movies, playing a 

variety of stringed instruments, volunteering with his son’s Boy Scout troop, and making his 

own brand of BBQ rubs. 
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