August 14, 2009
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I have spoken with many of you who heard Vice Moderator Byron Wade address Eastminster Presbytery on August 11 at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Akron.  Comments have been most positive expressing appreciation for Dr. Wade’s insights and enthusiasm.

On August 12-13 I had the privilege of hearing Dr. Wade preach at opening worship and present an address on the Emerging Church at the Assembly of the Synod of the Covenant.  Below I have summarized the content on his presentation on the Emerging Church.

In Christ’s service together,

Dan Schomer 
Vice Moderator Byron Wade on the Emerging Church
The Rev. Dr. Byron Wade, Vice-Moderator of the 218th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), addressed the Assembly of the Synod of the Covenant on August 13, 2009.  Below is a summary of his presentation.

One of the phenomena that we are observing in the larger church today is what is being called the emerging church or the emergent church.  Emerging churches go back to the earliest expressions of the believing/worshipping community of followers of Jesus to find their inspiration.  Dr. Wade provided the following definition of the Emergent Church from Ryan Bolger and Eddie Gibbs in their book Emerging Churches:
Emergent Church—“communities that practice the way of Jesus within postmodern cultures. This definition encompasses nine practices. Emerging churches (1) identify with the life of Jesus, (2) transform the secular realm, and (3) live highly communal lives. Because of these three activities, they (4) welcome the stranger, (5) serve with generosity, (6) participate as producers, (7) create as created beings, (8) lead as a body, and (9) take part in spiritual activities.”
According to Wade, there are three core values of the emerging church:

1. They identify with the life of Jesus.  They are missional in orientation.  They seek to live incarnational lives (Micah 6:8, the Great Commandments).  Faith is a lifestyle rather than a belief system.

2. They transform the secular realm.  Faith is lived out in the world.  There is no separation between the sacred and the secular.

3. They live highly communal lives.  They greatly value time and interaction with one another.  The church is not a place but a people.  Buildings are optional.

Wade outlined six practices of the emerging church:

1. They welcome the stranger.  In the emerging church, you cannot slip in and out and maintain anonymity.  Radical hospitality is practiced.

2. They serve with generosity.  Participants in the life of the church expect to serve and do so joyously.
3. They participate as producers.  They do not see themselves as consumers of religious services.

4. They create as created beings.  The ministry of the church is geared to empower people to do what God is calling them to do.

5. They lead as a body.  The leader is a facilitator.  Leadership is based upon gifts.  The system is permission giving.

6. They take part in spiritual activities.  Spiritual practices are taken very seriously.

Those churches that display the characteristics of the emerging church often have little time for or interest in denominational or institutional matters.  Nonetheless, such phenomena as Presby-emergent churches are arising and networking together.  These churches seek to blend the insights they have gained from the emerging church “movement” with traditions, polity, and confessions of the Presbyterian Church.

For those who are interested, Byron Wade’s blog address is www.vicemodblog.com.

DKS 2009
